
Dear Daily Friend-er, 
  
I am the CEO of South Africa’s TRUE GREEN ALLIANCE. See No.1. attachment 
above. 
  
What I am about to say impacts most seriously on the maintenance and the 
management of South Africa’s greatest national heritage – its wildlife.  AND, its 
greatest sanctuary – Kruger National Park – is being destroyed because of bad-
management practices (or NO management practices at all) over the last 60 years 
(i.e. since 1960). 
  
Ecological equilibrium in Kruger National Park, for example, is in freefall decline. The 
biggest problem is that the park is carrying 34 000 elephants when it  SHOULD only 
be carrying 3 500 +/- 500 (which equates to one elephant per 5 square kilometers  - 
and  I can prove this statement).  So the park’s ecological equilibrium is in a 
downward spiral and moving towards total destruction.   Even the Kruger Scientists 
will tell you that, since 1960, Kruger National Park’s top-canopy-trees have been 
‘reduced in number’ by more than 95 percent. How serious is that?  VERY 
SERIOUS! What that means is that for every large tree still standing in Kruger 
National Park today, there were another 20 trees standing alongside it in 1960.  And 
every day more and more trees are being killed.  Furthermore, as the bigger trees 
are disappearing, so the nesting sites of big eagles, vultures and Ground Hornbills 
(and many other bird species) are forcing these great birds into local 
extinction.  Their extinction may not happen tomorrow – but it WILL happen  - 
because when they can no longer breed they will die out. 
  
Kruger National   Park’s single-most-important wildlife management objective is to 
“maintain the park’s species diversity (of both plants and animals)” .  Animal species 
exist in any wildlife sanctuary ONLY because the habitats to which those animal 
species are especially adapted occur within those  sanctuaries. If those habitats are 
not “there” – or if they “disappear” – then the animals that are adapted to them will 
die out. So, now consider just how many ‘special’ habitats have already 
‘disappeared’ from Kruger (since 1960) – because of the disappearance of “more 
than” 95 percent of the park’s top canopy trees (and the consequence 100 percent 
loss in the once equally widespread understory habitats that once lived in the shade 
of those big trees).  And this has all happened because Kruger has been carrying far 
too many elephants for far too long (since 1960).  
  
Ask the Kruger scientists why the roan and sable antelope in Kruger are now in 
serious decline? (Facing local extinction?) And they will tell you it is because of 



habitat damage (caused by too many elephants); and lion predation.  But both the 
problems of habitat change caused by too many elephants, and heavy predation by 
lions, are two phenomena that can be ‘managed’ out-of-the-ecological equation.  The 
fact is, however, that in Kruger National Park today NO animal population 
management  takes place at all.  
  
There are lots of very experienced ecologists and wildlife management experts in 
southern Africa who understand all about wildlife management and they understand 
and know that, if we want to save Kruger National Park’s biological diversity for 
posterity there is no alternative EXCEPT that Kruger’s elephant population be 
reduced to a level that the habitats can sustainably carry.  I, myself, have 62 years of 
hands-on experience in national park and elephant management; I am a university-
trained Field Ecologist; and I can see Kruger National Park sliding rapidly down a 
slippery slope which will turn Kruger into a desert.  I am also an author of wildlife 
management text book (with some 20 books under my belt – including several that 
are being used as wildlife management text books in our universities).    
  
The single-biggest problem we have to face, however, is a government Minister 
(Barbara Creecy)  who is animal rightist in orientation, who listens to what rabid 
animal rightists tell her, and who refuses to listen to the Wildlife Industry’s expert 
wildlife managers  - who want to practice “sustainable use” wildlife 
management.   Minister Creecy refuses to listen to any one of the Industry’s wildlife 
management experts.  She does, however, listen to the animal rightists who purpose 
in life is to ABOLISH  all animal uses by man (including breeding cattle, goats, 
sheep, pigs and chickens for human consumption).  Minister Creecy is racing hell 
bent for leather along a road that will see South Africa’s unique wildlife industry 
succumb to international animal rights pressure. There are lots of people – ever 
more outspoken than me – who want to stop this minister’s rampage. 
  
How does one get rid of a government minister of this ilk?   
  
I have a serious problem with South Africa’s media (especially the Daily Maverick) 
because they readily report on sensational “emotion-charged-lies”, and denigrate 
sustainable and science-based wildlife utilization practices. Yet these ‘other’ 
newspapers are always happy to act as propaganda platforms which rely on 
“UNTRUTHS” to generate public interest; and they denounce (as unacceptable) 
imperative LETHAL wildlife management practices (such as biltong hunting; trophy 
hunting; culling; and population reduction management) which, if they are not 
implemented, will cause the destruction of our wildlife sanctuaries; and the loss of 
our wildlife species diversity.   



  
Except when it comes to YOU people.  From what I have read (and ‘seen’) The Daily 
Friend tries to project ‘THE TRUTH” and I respect you for that. 
  
The above, however, is just a small glimpse of a very big can of worms. And 
everybody in the public domain is interested in what is happening to our wildlife. So 
whatever we do it WILL generate public interest. 
  
What I have explained above is a huge problem that will be of very great interest to 
the general public (the world over). But we need a flag-ship media outlet to expose 
that truth to everybody. I want to expose the truth, the whole truth and nothing but 
the truth. There are various routes we can take to achieve this end  – and I think we 
need to create a sound, step-by-step programme which leaves no gaps in our 
argument.  I do not want us to jump off the deep-end, however, (and get some things 
wrong) because we will only get one shot at this.   
  
Would The Daily Friend be interested in taking on this exposure?  I will work with you 
- or with one of your writers – to make sure that what is written in factually 
correct.  Or if you will accept a series of related articles from me I could do that, too! 
  
I must warn you, however, that this is a potentially HUGE project. 
  
And what appears below is a time bomb waiting to explode. 
  
Amongst the many things that I can reveal – matters that I exposed in a book I wrote 
on elephant management called : “ELEPHANT CONSERVATION – The Facts and 
the Fiction” (in 2016) is that the political elites of KENYA, TANZANIA, 
MOZAMBIQUE; ZIMBABWE and ZAMBIA were all implicated in massive elephant 
and rhino poaching events, starting in Kenya in 1970, right up to 2012 (and beyond). 
My knowledge about the poaching details in Mozambique, however, are a bit 
vague.  All the others are strongly spelt out  with references clearly available. 
  
Even today,  the closing down of “hunting” in Kenya in 1977 is STILL being projected 
as something that the Kenya Government imposed on its citizenry ostensibly in an 
attempt to stop commercial poaching in that country. And Kenya is still gaining 
international “brownie points” for claiming to have carried out that initiative.   I have 
another story to tell. My other story has it that all the elephant and rhino poaching 
conducted in Kenya between 1970 and 1989 was orchestrated by Ngina Kenyatta 
(1970 to 1989) and other members of the Kenya family and their cronies – Ngina 
was Jomo Kenyatta’s wife.  So she was ‘the First Lady’ in Kenya.  And, since 1970 



she used her political power to employ Kenya’s traditional village hunters (whom she 
granted immunity from arrest) to act as her hunters.  
  
During the 1970s the Professional Hunters Guild of Kenya (known then as the ‘White 
Hunters’ Guild) – a fraternity of experienced White Kenyan big game hunters (which 
would now be called ‘Professional Hunters’) – accompanied high-feeing-paying 
international hunters on trophy safari hunts in the wilds of Kenya.  And, these ‘white 
hunters’ (in the 1970s) came across thousands of elephant and black rhino 
carcasses that Ngina’s village hunters were leaving all over the Kenyan bush. During 
this period, ‘Mama Ngina’ as she was called,  tried to stop the White Hunters from 
running their businesses by (in 1973)  removing elephants from the visitors’ trophy 
hunting licenses – but failed (because they continued to shoot trophy animals other 
than elephants). The white hunters learned what was going on and,  in a bid to stop 
Ngina’s poaching, they reported on her escapades to the fraternity of international 
reporters who were domiciled in Nairobi.  The white hunters, therefore, let the cat out 
the bag. And Ngina’s ‘escapades’ became headline news all over the world 
(although, because of her political status in Kenya,  a lot of what they reported was 
down-graded). So, in 1977 Ngina contrived, with some kind of cooperation between 
the Word Bank and the Kenya government, to stop hunting in Kenya altogether. The 
reason that she did this, however, was to remove all legal safari hunting from the 
wilds of Kenya where her village hunters were operating.  When the white hunters 
were removed from the wilds of Kenya, therefore, there was nobody ‘out there’ to 
report on the numbers of elephants and rhinos that were being continuously killed by 
Ngina’s village hunters  . So there is no altruistic reason for the closing down of 
hunting in Kenya in 1977 – as present day Kenyans try to assert.  And no scientific 
reason was given for doing so. Hunting was  closed down for one reason and one 
reason only – to stop ‘safari hunters’ from telling the press about Ngina Kenyatta’s 
poaching activities. Another of the Kenyatta family who was deeply involved in this 
prolonged poaching event was Margaret Wambi, a daughter of Jomo Kenyatta by 
another wife. Margaret Wambi was elected the first black Kenyan woman to be major 
of Nairobi. In 1970, it had been officially claimed that Kenya was home to 275 000 
elephants. By 1977 that massive number had been halved. By 1989 it had been 
reduced to 20 000.  Ngina was accounted, also, with the slaughter of 10 000 black 
rhinos during the 1970s. Mama Ngina was cited as being “THE CHIEF BUTCHER” 
although she did not, personally pull the triggers.  American and British newspapers 
reported on all these matters at that time - now all conveniently swept under the 
carpet and never mentioned in Kenya. Uhuru Kenyata, the current President of 
Kenya, is Ngina’s son. And by 1990 Ngina Kenyatta was declared to be the richest 
woman in Africa – all on account of her elephant and rhino poaching activities. 
  



And when Safari Hunting was closed down in Kenya, the professional hunters 
moved to Botswana where they established a new safari hunting venture there 
  
Similar elephant poaching events occurred in Tanzania: Dr. Rolf Baldus, President of 
the Tropical Game Commission of the International Council for Game and Wildlife 
Conservation (The CIC.) – who worked in the Selous Game Reserve for 13 years – 
reports that in 1976 the Selous Game Reserve in Tanzania had been home to 
110 000 elephants; and that, due to commercial poaching that number was reduced 
to 55 000 by 1986. Baldus claims that this poaching “had it roots in political and 
business circles in Tanzania, in the villages bordering the Selous Game Reserve, 
and partly within the conservation system itself.”  In another report Baldus (2005), 
commenting on elephant poaching in Tanzania over a much longer period (1977 to 
1993), claimed that the country’s elephant population fell from 365 000 to 53 000.” 
And he had this to say about the perpetrators: “Village poachers and game scouts 
did the shooting, but ‘big-people’ politicians, civil servants, businessmen and even 
hunting operators – masterminded the slaughter.”  And President Jakaya Kikwete of 
Tanzania was accused of  having orchestrated the poaching of 57 000 elephants in 
Tanzania’s Selous Game Reserve between 2008 and 2012 . 
  
It is alleged that exactly the same modus operandi was followed in Mozambique (but 
I have no Mozambican names to back this up). The Vice-President of Zimbabwe, 
Simon Muzenda (in the late 1980s), orchestrated the poaching of elephants and 
black rhinos in Zimbabwe; And Kenneth Kaunda (President of Zambia) orchestrated 
the poaching of 75 000 elephants and what was left of the black rhinos in Zambia’s 
Luangwa valley, in the 1980s. 
  
All this was KNOWN to the big wide world in the 1970s, 1980s,1990s, 2000 and 
2012!   And it is all recorded in Western World newspapers. Yet CITES (from 1989 
onwards) continued to tell the world that it could not condone the legal sale of rhino 
horn and legal ivory because every time there was a legal CITES- approved sale, it 
resulted in a ‘spike’ of rhino and elephant poaching in the wilds of Africa.   This, 
when the people doing the poaching (the political elite) – who couldn’t care a damn 
about the legal market -  were the only people who COULD have caused a ‘spike’ in 
the poaching!  There was/is no truth, therefore, in this CITES subterfuge. And today, 
because none of this is known (or remembered) in the First World, CITES is STILL 
opposing the legal sale of legal ivory, and the legal sale of legal rhino horn too.   And 
all these CITES lies tell us that there is no integrity within the CITES convention. And 
these ‘lies’ are interfering with legitimate wildlife management processes and 
legitimate trade.  It is my belief, therefore, that we need to get all this out in the open 



to discredit CITES, and to remove false obstacles to the development of new wildlife 
industries in Africa.  The people comprising our public need to be told ‘THE TRUTH”. 
  
I shall look forward to your response. 
  
With kind regards 
  
Ron Thomson.  CEO – THE TRUE GREEN ALLIANCE. 
  
  
  
 


